
 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 
Welcome to the December 13 President’s Prattle.  We 

have enjoyed a great trip to Merimbula, thank you 

Peter.  It was fascinating to see whales on our boat trip, 

also visited an oyster farm and many members were 

able to taste the oysters.  The weather was kind to us 

and the scenery delightful.  A really nice trip and a lot 

of camaraderie. 

 

Well the year end is fast approaching and Christmas 

will be here before we know it.  We have our 

Christmas party on Friday, 13
th
 December and lots of 

the groups’ parties also.  Check the newsletter for the 

dates and details. 

 

We have some members who are not well and/or in 

hospital.  I hope you are all feeling better soon and are 

up and about enjoying our Probus meetings and 

various outings and activities.  Our well wishes go to 

you all. 

 

I wish you all a safe and Happy Christmas and may 

you enjoy it whatever you are doing and wherever you 

are.  We do not have a meeting in January so we will 

see you back for our first meeting of the year 2014 on 

Friday, 7
th
 February. 

 

Joyce Reilly 

 

Quote: Don’t retouch my wrinkles … 

 I would not want it to be 

 thought that I have lived 

 for all these years without 

 something to show for it. 

  The Queen Mother 

 

 And in the end it’s not the years in your life 

 that count, it’s the life in your years. 

 Abraham Lincoln 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent. Members need to contact the Membership 

Officer, Ron Crawford on 46477825 before the 

meeting or email rcsailing@bigpond.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 2013/2014 

 
PRESIDENT  Joyce Reilly    46511431 

V. PRESIDENT  Tony Wolf    0466962867 

SECRETARY  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

TREASURER  Toni Jones    0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO  Robert Bee    46474335 

 

COMMITTEE  Patricia Cranfield    46559478 

   Ronald Crawford    46477825 

Roslyn Hodgins    46257759

 Peter O’Loughlin    46266961 

 

MEMBERSHIP  Ronald Crawford    46477825 

NEWSLETTER  Dorothy Fogarty    86249314 

WEBMASTER  Sue Kijurina    46470912 

WELFARE  Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST   SPEAKER    Carolyn Cahill    46545959 

HOSPITALITY  Eileen McGregor  

   Jean Mossman 

 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland   46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield    46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson     46479986 

  Ken Starkey    46255253 

Card Making Marion Bee    46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel    46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina               46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet Paul Hay    46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins    46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly    46511431 

Tours  Peter O’Loughlin    4626 6961 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith   46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa                  46554437 

 

 

MEET AND GREET: 
Friday, 6 Dec 2013:    Allan & Pam Harris 

Friday:  7 Feb 2014:   Colette & Robert Keyworth 

 

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the meeting 

room by 9.20am   Also, if you are unable to fulfil your 

allocated day, please let Dorothy know ASAP. 
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MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Please advise the secretary of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 
NEWSLETTERS:  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

GUEST SPEAKER:   Gale and Roger Collins 

will be speaking to us about the Black Queen at 

Lightning Ridge. 
 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY:  Allen Benham, Bob 

Ferguson, Pat Foldes, Allan Harris, Dieter 

Klepatzk, Maurien McNevin, Edna Morgan, 

Lynnette Nixon, Marian Pritchett, Ken Starkey, 

Jan Taylor, Nerida Thompson, Barbara Wadson. 

 
 

SAPHIRE COAST TOUR 
 

Day 1 – Lynnette Nixon 
Leaving Sydney early in light rain we stopped for 

morning tea and then again for lunch in Batemans Bay. 

Along the way we admired some delightful scenery as 

we listened to the banter of Warren (our driver) and 

Peter which delighted our happy Probus group, who 

were starting out on yet another journey.  Good photo 

shots at All Saints Church Bodalla then onto Bega 

Cheese Factory where some queued for enormous 

delicious ice creams surrounded by farming artefacts. 

Arriving in sunshine at our destination, Merimbula, we 

were greeted by Bruce and Terri (our hosts) who had 

prepared a sumptuous BBQ dinner. 

Warren’s thought for the day; “A clear conscience 

means a bad memory. 

 

 
 

 

Day 2 – Bob Bee 
We departed Merimbula at 8.30am for a short drive to 

Eden via pretty Pambula. As Warren informed us, 

Eden was named after the last convict carrying ship 

which arrived in Australia on this very date. Nice 

coincidence! 

We boarded the good ship Cat Balou for a 3 hour 

cruise on Twofold Bay, the location of the south 

coast’s old whaling industry. Thankfully we weren’t 

there to harpoon whales, just watch them. And watch 

them we did. Almost immediately we spotted two pairs 

of mother and child humpback whales and for the next 

2 ½ hours, in weather that had changed from dull and 

overcast to postcard perfect, we revelled in close up 

encounters with these delightful creatures. Many 

cameras would be on battery recharge that night from 

the hundreds of photos taken by each. To cap the day, 

one of the baby whales, within 50 metres of our boat, 

did a full breach and flop to our rousing cheers. To add 

to the overall thrill of the morning, we were treated to 

a roller coaster ride over the incoming swell. A great 

time was had by all. 

 

After a lunch stop in Eden, we visited the Eden Killer 

Whale Museum, guided by local expert and volunteer 

Barry. This museum was built to commemorate and 

house the skeletal remains of Old Tom, the famous 

killer whale of the Eden whaling industry. Barry’s 

passionately told tales of Old Tom and that era was 

quite an eye opener for all of us. 

After a full and enjoyable day, we returned to 

Merimbula via a drop in at Boydtown, a failed 19
th
 

century attempt to develop a new town to rival Eden, 

and even Sydney, then a sweeping vista from the 

lookout over Twofold Bay. 

 

After a coffee and fresh up, we departed to the Eden 

Aquarium where we enjoyed viewing the denizens of 

the local deep, then a scrumptious restaurant meal. A 

very full day. 

 

 

Day 3 – Ken Starkey 

 
Our first stop on a bright sunny morning was 

Wheelers’ Oyster farm and Seafood Restaurant at 

Pambula where we discovered how Oysters are grown, 

processed and packaged at one of the largest farms in 

NSW. After sampling Wheelers’ succulent oysters we 

wandered down the road to the Sapphire Coast Historic 

Vehicle Club. A Yummy morning tea and some 

nostalgic old time entertainment by “newly-weds” 

Peter and Shirley was provided in the club’s meeting 

room followed by a guided tour of the club’s workshop 

and museum consisting of thirty historic vehicles and 

memorabilia. 

 

After a quick lunch break in Pambula we were treated 

to a truly amazing experience with a visit to Kameruka 

Village with a brilliant Aussie commentary by our 

guide John. The Kameruka Grazing Run was 

established in 1834 but did not prosper until the Tooth 

family (of Tooth’s Brewery fame) introduced 

revolutionary ideas of building a village community 
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supported by agricultural pursuits and cheese making. 

Today it is a small working farm supported by tourism 

not unlike our local Belgenny Farm.  

 

A fantastic dinner at Merimbula / Pambula Golf Club 

concluded another informative and entertaining day. 

 

 

Day 4 - Tony Wolf and Ali Dullard 
On a sunny morning we left at 9.00am on our journey 

to Foxglove Spires, we arrived at 10.15, after  morning 

tea with a lovely “fresh baked” muffin, we strolled 

through the beautiful gardens full of colour, so many 

photos were taken here. 

 

Next visit was to Central Tilba. Just a bit of trivia, in 

2006 the population was 233 and in 2011 392 people 

were living in Tilba, so it has grown a bit. Tilba was 

settled in the 19
th
 century during the Australian Gold 

Rushes. The entire village is classified by the National 

Trust. After a visit to the shops and a bite of lunch we 

went on the road again to visit the Tilba Winery for 

Wine & Cheese tasting. With extra time to spare 

Warren (our driver) took us to Mystery Bay for a photo 

stop and the reason for the unusual name. 

 

We had a very merry time at the winery and our host 

Peter told us all about the wines which we tasted. After 

purchasing some wines we drove along the coast road 

via Bermagui and Tathra where we had a little stop and 

looked at the memorial gardens and took some photos 

over the bay from the lookout. 

 

We had dinner at the Sapphire (Bowling) Club in 

Merimbula, so this was the end of another enjoyable 

day. 

 

 

Day 5 – Marian Pritchett 
After a storm last night we woke up to sunshine for a 

short time before the clouds rolled in. 

 

Terri, from our motel, was our guide around 

Merimbula, out to Short Point where the view was 

amazing, but unfortunately no whales were seen, 

however we did disturb a young couple who were not 

interested in whale watching! 

 

After leaving Terri in town we had a trip to the lovely 

Pambula Beach with its spectacular views and 

fabulous homes. Warren executed an excellent 3 point 

turn with the coach in front of the home of Peter & 

Shirley, our hosts at the Motor Museum who were 

waving from their veranda. 

 

Next stop was at Oatlands Nursery where we had a 

most delicious Devonshire tea and a walk around the 

nursery.  

 

On our way back to Merimbula a small group of us 

were dropped at the boardwalk and had a lovely 3.5km 

return walk.  We than had some retail therapy 

supporting the economy of Merimbula. 

 

Our last evening together was spent enjoying good 

company with nibbles, drinks and lots of TED.  

 

 
 

Day 6 – Peter O’Loughlin 
Last day of our holiday dawned with clear skies but 

that was soon to change! 

 

Leaving our motel in Merimbula, after saying farewell 

to Teri & Bruce, our hosts for the last 5 nights, we 

headed into the hills, on a cross-country drive through 

the Bega River Valley to the village of Bemboka at the 

base of Brown Mountain. Even though it was a steep 

climb it didn’t seem as steep as it was 40 years ago, oh 

the benefit of horsepower.  

 

A quick look at Piper’s Lookout where the sign-board 

told us “On a clear day you can see the sea”.  

Unfortunately that was not to be this morning as the 

cloud had settled low on the mountain as the mist was 

filling the valley below.    

 

On to Nimmitabel where we had a morning tea break, 

good choice as we just beat the rain (again), then on 

through Cooma with a short tour before heading north 

to Queanbeyan and lunch. 

 

Back into the coach and on our way again through 

Bungendore to Goulburn were we joined the Hume 

Highway, after a short comfort stop at Marulan it was 

“next stop” Mount Annan and the mini-buses to 

deliver us to out front door 

 

 

 
 

A cuppa on the way home 

 

 

 



Camden Car Show Debut for Boris - 
                by Ken Starkey 

 

Boris is a 1937 Hudson Businessman’s Coupe that our 

former Club President Paul Hay has been restoring and 

modifying for the last 4 years.  The modified car has a 

Holden engine and running gear but retains the original 

all steel coupe body.  Paul has done all the engineering 

and construction work himself in his home workshop 

and it is truly a mobile work of art. Boris recently 

made his public debut at the Camden Car Show in 

October where the hot rod boys were astounded by this 

very rare and unusual Hudson Hot Rod. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland 

 

 
 

The Bride by Sue Kijurina 

 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

Keen readers seem always to find time to devote to a 

good book as was proven at our last meeting when a 

wide variety of reading matter was introduced by 

members.  One member, who was unable to be present, 

sent in a most professional review.  We were very 

impressed! A gold star to Allen.   Our last meeting for 

the year will be on Monday 16th December. 

 

 

Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls on Tuesday, 26
th
 November at Camden 

R.S.L  2.15pm for a 2.30pm start.  Cost is $10.00 per  

person which includes bowls. 

 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Our first two Christmas cards are complete and ready 

for sending. Next meeting, on Tuesday 10
th
 December, 

we will make some more Christmas cards and round 

out the morning with a relaxing lunch. Have a happy 

Christmas everyone. 

 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

 

Our last craft get together for 2013 will be on 3
rd

  

December at 1.30pm.   We will discuss our project for 

2014. 

 

I would like to thank all the ladies who attended 

throughout the year and making our craft day 

enjoyable . 

 

Please make a note that our craft for 2014 will 

commence on Tuesday 4
th

 March 2014 at 1.30pm. 

 

Our Christmas lunch will be on Tuesday 17
th
 

December.   I will send an email to my craft Ladies 

with all the details. 

 

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

 New Year  …..     from  Mary’s Craft Ladies. 

 

 

Cards - Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

 

Well…..we had a pretty good turnout last Friday for 

the 2013 Cards Night Grand Final.  The Probus 

Casinos will be closed in December while the card 

players take a well-earned break, but we will be back 

in action early in the New Year.  All members, old and 

new, are always welcome to attend these fun nights. If 

you would like to know more about your Club’s cards 

activity then have a chat with Jeanette, Brenda or Ken. 

 

The next Cards Night will be at the Harrington Park 

Casino on Friday 31
st
 January, 2014 commencing at 

7pm. Contact Jeanette on 46479986. 

 

Your friendly Casino Operators Jeanette, Brenda and  

Ken wish everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 

 

 



Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

The Gardening Group won’t meet until Friday so there 

is no report this time. 

Happy Gardening 

 

Photography – Ros Hodgins          
At our meeting of 8

th
 November we discussed our 

plans for 2014.  We also reviewed members’ favourite 

images.  A splendid display.  Our Xmas Lunch is 

planned for 12 noon on Wednesday 18
th
 December at 

Essen Restaurant in Queen St Campbelltown. 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful Xmas & look forward 

to another enjoyable year of Happy Snapping. 

 

 

Social Events – Margaret Robesa 

 

Friday, 13
th

 December:  Christmas Lunch 

Hermitage Restaurant, Leumeah  Cost $60 pay 

Treasurer, Toni Jones, by December meeting..  

 

New Year’s Eve Tuesday, 31
st
 December 

“Ribs N Rump” Restaurant, Park Central. 

Campbelltown at 7.30pm.  Cost $45 pay on evening. 

 

 

Shows-Joyce Reilly 

0408248322 

gran08reilly@yahoo.com.au 

 

Schools Spectacular – Saturday November 30
th
 2pm 

Sydney Entertainment Centre  $43 Please Pay NOW. 

 

2014 

March 2014 

 The Lion King –  Wed 12
th
 March 2014 1pm.  

 Capitol .  $70 Pay Prior to  November/ December. 

 

July 2014 

Strictly Ballroom – Wednesday 30
th
 July 1pm 

Lyric Theatre – Star Casino $85 Pay  Prior to April 

 

 
Travel Tales – Kathy & Malcolm Smith 

Many thanks Sue and Ros for their fantastic 

presentation of their trip to the Kimberley.  We 

enjoyed their photographs and commentary immensely 

This was the final presentation for the year. We would 

like to thank everyone for their participation and 

contributions throughout the year. A special thank you 

to Ros for her organisation of the venue and use of her 

projector and to David Llewellyn for his videos of 

Probus field trips. 

Our first meeting next year will be Wednesday 19
th

 

February when Robert Keyworth will share his 

photos of Probus group activities. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

CALENDAR: 

 
Weekly Events:  Golf on Tuesdays 

          Art on Thursdays 

2013 

Nov 26 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Nov 28 Committee Meeting 

Nov 29 Gardening with Sue 

Nov 30 Schools Spectacular, 2pm Sydney E’tainment  

 Centre 

Dec 3 Craft with Mary 

Dec 6    General Meeting at Narellan Library 10am 

Dec 10 Card Making with Marion 

Dec 13 Christmas Lunch Hermitage Restaurant 

Dec 16 Book Club with Pat and Ray  

Dec 25 Christmas Day 

Dec 31 New Year’s Eve: Ribs and Rump Restaurant 

   Park Central 7.30pm 

2014 

Jan 31 Cards at Harrington Park Casino 7pm 

Feb 7 General Meeting at Narellan Library 10am 

Feb 11 Card Making with Marion 

Feb 14 Photography with Ros 

Feb 17 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Feb 19 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Feb 21 Shoalhaven River Cruise 

Feb 24 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Feb 28 Gardening with Sue 

Feb 28 Cards  

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose 
 
http:www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 

 
An old Irish farmer’s dog goes missing and he’s 

inconsolable.  His wife says “Why don’t you put an 

advert in the paper?”  He does, but two weeks later the 

dog is still missing. 

 

“What did you put in the paper?” his wife asks 

 

“Here boy” he replies 

 

(Sorry!) 

 

 

 THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri  6 Dec 2013 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri   7 Feb 2014 

                 10am –12noon 
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